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OPTIONS TO INCORPORATE CYCLE FACILITIES ACROSS 

JUBILEE BRIDGE FROM BARROW-IN-FURNESS TO THE ISLE 

OF WALNEY 

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 This report is for noting by Barrow Highways Advisory Sub Group 
(HASG). This report sets out the proposal to proceed with Option 1 
being a 12 month trial of providing a segregated footway (southern 
side) and cycletrack (northern side) on Jubilee Bridge. 

1.2 The proposal is principally for safety reasons, as it minimises the 
conflict between pedestrians and cyclists and enables greater width to 
be afforded to both parties by utilising both sides of the bridge. Jubilee 
Bridge forms part of National Cycle Route 70 Walney to Wear and 
National Cycle Route 700 Walney to Glasson Dock, Lancaster. The 
improvements will benefit users of this route.  

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 

2.1 The proposals help support the County Council objective of meeting its 
casualty reduction targets and its delivery of Community Strategy and 
Cumbria Agreement outcomes and Council Plan priorities, which are 

 To safeguard children, and ensure that Cumbria is a great place to 
be a child and grow up 

 To enable communities to live safely and shape services locally 

 To provide safe and well maintained roads and an effective 
transport network 

 To promote sustainable economic growth, and create jobs 

 To be a modern and efficient council. 

 

 



 

2.2 Members are advised that generally the measures contained in the 
proposals contribute to these commitments by continuing to ensure 
that the council are able to provide an effective and safe Highway 
Network. A safety review has been produced to assist with analysing 
the road safety implications of the Jubilee Bridge cycle improvement 
options.  

2.3 The prioritisation, programming and design of highway improvement 
schemes have the potential to generate either beneficial or adverse 
impacts on people with mobility or vision impairments.  The 
development of detailed proposals is undertaken in accordance with 
the County Council’s policies and procedures for equality and 
diversity. 

3.0 RECOMMENDATION 

3.1 That the HASG notes the content of this report. 

3.2 That the HASG note that  Option 1 is to be progressed which will 
provide a segregated footway (southern side) and cycletrack (northern 
side) on Jubilee Bridge, to be trialled for a 12 month period 

4.0 BACKGROUND 

4.1 Jubilee Bridge forms a link along the A590 between the North Road/Bridge 
Road Junction and Promenade/Central Drive Junction. It is a bascule bridge 
with associated Wig-Wags and barriers to control the movement of traffic. 
Jubilee Bridge comprises a single north-eastbound lane and a single south-
westbound lane opening up to two lanes 130m from its junction with 
Promenade. There are existing footways on the north and south sides of the 
bridge. Jubilee Bridge forms part of National Cycle Route 70 Walney to 
Wear and National Cycle Route 700 Walney to Glasson Dock, Lancaster. 

4.2 The carriageway is between 9.55m and 9.65m across all spans. The 
footways are approx. 2.15 m wide from the parapet wall to the safety barrier.  
There is insufficient width on the carriageway to accommodate a formal 
cycle lane. Manual for Streets guidance states that the ideal minimum width 
required for vehicles to overtake cyclists in comfort is 4.3m for cars passing 
at 30mph and 5.05m for Bus/HGV passing at 30mph. 24,000 cars cross over 
Jubilee Bridge on average each day, so it is highly unlikely that cyclists 
travelling on road will ever be afforded such minimum widths. 

4.3 A video survey was undertaken in March 2018 to clarify the number of 
cyclists using the footways across Jubilee Bridge compared to those cycling 
on the carriageway. On average 379 people cycle on the carriageway and 
150 people cycle on the footways on a daily basis. On average 1078 
pedestrians cross Jubilee Bridge daily. These figures would be expected to 
increase as the weather improves during the Summer months.  

4.4 As part of the North Road widening scheme, the western footway has been 
improved to enable it to become a shared use footway. Improvements 
included the removal of former industrial estate accesses, improved dropped 
kerb provision at the junctions and removal of signs and street furniture that 
clutter the footway.  



 

4.5 Cumbria County Council procured Capita to produce two outline design 
options to improve cycling infrastructure across Jubilee Bridge. Officers have 
also sought feedback from the disability association and the police. The two 
alternative options to provide improved provision for cyclists across Jubilee 
Bridge are detailed in the Safety note and plans in Appendix 1 and are 
summarised below: 

 Option 1 – Segregated Pedestrian and Cycle Facilities (ie. Cycle 
provision only on northern section, pedestrian only provision on 
southern section) – Whilst this option relies heavily on self-regulation 
and adherence by those using the facility, it minimises the conflict 
between both users and enables greater width to be afforded to both 
parties by utilising both sides of the bridge. On completion of the 
junction improvements at North Road/Bridge Road, push button 
pedestrian crossing provision will be provided on both the Walney and 
Barrow side of Jubilee Bridge to enable pedestrians to safely cross. It is 
recommended that this option is progressed further. 

 Option 2 - Shared Use footway/cycletrack on both sides of Jubilee 
Bridge – This option formalises the current practice. This option does 
not address the issue of the potential conflict with pedestrians and 
cyclists on the footways. Therefore, it is not recommended that this 
option is progressed further. 

4.6 It is proposed that Option 1 is trialled for 12 months on completion of the 
works on North Road/Bridge Road. A video survey will be undertaken during 
the trial period to analyse whether pedestrian/cycle behaviour has changed 
substantially. At the end of the trial period, a further report will be brought to 
Barrow HASG summarising the outcomes. If the trial was unsuccessful, the 
County Council would have the option of reverting back to the current 
practice.  

4.7 The works to deliver the cycle infrastructure improvements will be 
undertaken as part of the Jubilee Bridge Refurbishment Contract and legal 
notices will be arranged for publication following completion of the works on 
North Road/Bridge Road. 

5.0 OPTIONS 

5.1 There are no options within this report as it is to note only. 

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 The estimated £16,000 cost for progressing the notice and delivering the 
cycle infrastructure improvements in Option 1 will be paid out of the non 
devolved Highways Incentive Strategic Asset Management capital budget.   

6.2 Members are asked to note that should the scheme following a trial period 
and consultation be permanently implemented there would the ongoing 
maintenance costs to be met through the devolved Highways Revenue 
budget.  



 

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

7.1 Footways (adjacent to a carriageway), may be converted to shared use or 
segregated footways/cycle tracks using the powers contained in 
Section 66(4) and Section 65(1) of the Highways Act 1980. 

8.0 CONCLUSION 

8.1 It is recommended that Barrow HASG note the report. 

 
 
Angela Jones 
Acting Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure 
 

June 2019 
 
  
 
 
APPENDICES 
 
Appendix 1  Jubilee Bridge Safety Advice Note September 2018 
 
 
Electoral Divisions: Walney North, Walney South, Old Barrow and Central. 

 

Executive Decision  No 

 

Key Decision  No 

 

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan?   N/A 

 

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency?  No 

 

If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained? 

  N/A 

   

 

Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny? 
If so, give details below. 

 No 

  

 

Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken? 

 No  

   

 

Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?  No  

   

 
N.B. If an executive decision is made, then a decision cannot be implemented until the 

expiry of the eighth working day after the date of the meeting – unless the decision is 
urgent and exempt from call-in and necessary approvals have been obtained. 

 
 
 



 

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS 
[including Local Committees] 
 
No previous relevant decisions. 
 
 
CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
 
Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny. 
 
 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
 No previous papers 
 
 
REPORT AUTHOR 
 
Contact: David Haughian 
 Tel: 07824408675 
 Email: david.haughian@cumbria.gov.uk  
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